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SUBJECT: IMELDA AND THE INTELLECTUALS 

1. PEBRUARY 23 ASIAN EDITOR OP NEWSWEEK CARRIES POUR PAGE 
SPREAD ON IMELDA MARCOS, THE RESULT OP A VISIT HERE BY TWO 
EDITORS EARLIER THIS MONTH. ARTICLES, WHICH INCLUDE 
VERBATIM INTERVIEWS WITH IMELDA AND PRESIDENT, ARE GENERALLY 
PAVORABLE AND IMELDA LIKES THEM. 

2. HOWEVER, STORY CONTAINS COMMENT ATTRIBUTED TO "WESTERN 
DIPLOMAT," WHICH SAYS, INTER ALIA, "THE UPPER MIDDLE CLASS 
AND THE INTELLECTUALS CANT STAND HER." SINCE I WAS THE 
ONLY "WESTERN DIPLOMAT" THE NEWSWEEK EDITORS SPOKE TO, 

IT HAS NOT BEEN DIPFICULT FOR IMELDA TO IDENTIFY ME AS THE 
SOURCE, AND I HAVE NOT DENIED THE GENERAL THRUST OP THE 
QUOTE, EVEN THOUGH THE LANGUAGE IS NOT ENTIRELY ACCURATE. 

3. GIVEN THIS BACKGROUND, IMELDA HASTILY ORGANIZED A 
DINNER PEBRUARY 24, TO WHICH SHE INVITED "GROUP OP 
INTELLECTUALS AND AMERICAN AMBASSADOR," IN POSH NEW 
SUBURBAN RESTAURANT. I ARRIVED JUDICIOUSLY LATE (ABOUT 

9 P.M.) TO PIND A RESTLESS GROUP OF ABOUT 30 "INTELLECTUALS," 
WELL INTO THEIR THIRD OR POURTH PRE-PRANDIAL LIBATION. 

THEY WERE MOSTLY PROPESSORS PROM THE UNIVERSITY OF THE 
PHILIPPINES AND WERE BEING WATCHED OVER BY TWO OP IMELDA'S 
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SHEEPDOGS, CARMEN GUERRERO NAKPIL AND ADRIANO CRISTOBAL. 
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4. ABOUT 9:30, IMELDA SWEPT IN WITH A GROUP OF ERIENDS, 

ALL OE WHOM IDENTIFIED THEMSELVES TO ME AS "UPPER MIDDLE 
CLASS" (EXCEPT EOR ONE, WHO WHISPERED THAT SHE WAS AN 
OLIGARCH). WE WERE THEN DISPOSED AT A LARGE U-SHAPED TABLE, 
WHERE I WAS SEATED AT THE CENTER, BETWEEN IMELDA AND CARMEN 
NAKPIL. POUR "INTELLECTUALS" WERE SEATED OPPOSITE US, 

BUT AS THE DINNER PROGRESSED, THEY WERE REPLACED IN RELAYS 
BY OTHER TEAMS OP POUR. NOT ONE OF THEM EVER SAID A WORD, 

BUT ALL WERE ALLOWED, BETWEEN COURSES, TO OVERHEAR 
INEFPABLE EXPRESSIONS OP WISDOM. 

5. CONVERSATION OPENED CIVILLY, WITH IMELDA DEPRECIATING 
BALI SUMMIT, APPROVING NIXON IN CHINA (SHE SCOPPED WHEN 

I SUGGESTED WE OUGHT TO INVITE TENG HSIAO-PING TO 
WASHINGTON), AND EVENTUALLY RAISING THE NEWSWEEK ARTICLES. 
IN DUE COURSE, HOWEVER, IT TURNED INTO A MONOLOGUE, 
PRONOUNCED LARGELY EOR THE RELAY TEAMS OP ATTENTIVE 
INTELLECTUALS, ABOUT THE FOLLY OF PANDERING TO THE 
WESTERN PRESS, THE FACT THAT U.S. BUSINESSMEN WOULD INVEST 
IN THE PHILIPPINES EOR A PROFIT NO MATTER WHAT THE REGIME, 

ETC. EVENTUALLY, THIS PROSE SWEPT INTO THE GRANDER 
VISTAS OP A QUEEN REGENT EXPOUNDING PLANS EOR THE PUTURE 
OP THE KINGDOM. UNIVERSITIES ARE TO BE BROKEN UP AND 
DISPERSED TO THE PROVINCES, CO-LOCATED WITH "SOURCES OF 
ELECTRIC POWER" AND NEW SATELLITE POPULATION CLUSTERS ARE 
TO BE FORMED, WITH INDUSTRIAL CENTERS OP THEIR OWN, 

COTTAGE INDUSTRIES ARE TO BE ESCHEWED AS MERE 
PALLIATIVES, AGRICULTURE IS TO BE MECHANIZED, BUT CREATURE 
COMPORTS ARE TO BE MODERATE, BECAUSE "WE ASIANS PREPER THE 
SIMPLE LIPE." 

6. DURING ALL THIS PASCINATING DISQUISITION, SEVERAL OF 
THE PROPESSORS WHO HAD IMBIBED WELL WERE DISTRACTED BY 
THE MUSIC OP THE ORCHESTRA AND INVITED SOME OF THE UPPER 
MIDDLE CLASS LADIES TO DANCE. ONE DISTINQUISHED, BUT 
DECIDEDLY INEBRIATED UP DEPARTMENT HEAD APPROACHED IMELDA 
WITH THE SAME INTENTION. AFTER GENTLY CARRESSING HER HAND 
SEVERAL TIMES IN AN EPFORT TO GAIN HER ATTENTION, HE WAS 

LED QUIETELY AWAY TO THE BAR BY ONE OF THE SECURITY MEN, WHO 
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OCCUPIED TWO SMALLER ROUND TABLES IMMEDIATELY ADJACENT TO 
OUR DAIS. IT WAS SHORTLY APTER THIS EVENT THAT CRISTOBAL, 
APPARENTLY ON THE URGING OF OTHER PROFESSORS, APPROACHED 
AND SUGGESTED THAT CURPEW HAD ARRIVED (ONE A.M.). 

7. AS WE BROKE FROM THE TABLE TO GO, IMELDA, WITH SOME 
HUMOR, MADE CLEAR THAT I HAD TAILED TO CATCH THE SPARK 
OP HER ENTHUSIASM BY TELLING ME THAT I WAS STILL OBVIOUSLY 
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"NOT ON HER WAVELENGTH." I REPLIED BY SAYING THAT I 
THOUGHT I WAS EAIRLY WELL TUNED IN TO EM. SHE REPLIED 
IMMEDIATELY, "HERE YOU HAVE TO BE ON STEREO." IN CASE 
I DIDN'T GET THE POINT, MS. MAKPIL OBSERVED "HERE WE HAVE 
IM, TOO." 

8. EINALLY, REMEMBERING THE INTELLECTUALS, IMELDA CONVENED 
THEM AROUND HERE IN A HUDDLE EOR A LEW FINAL WORDS OE 
WISDOM. THEN, GATHERING UP A COUPLE OE UPPER MIDDLE CLASS 
LADIES, SHE SWEPT INTO HER LIMOUSINE AND SPED OEF INTO THE 
NIGHT. AS I LEFT, THE INTELLECTUALS WERE CLUSTERED IN SOME 
BEWILDERMENT ON THE SIDEWALK, WHILE ONE OE THE SECURITY 
MEN PASSED AMONG THEM HANDING OUT CURLEW PASSES. NEWSWEEK 
MISSED A GREAT VIGNETTE. 

SULLIVAN 
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